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historic name ThQrndaJ e 
other names/site number 

not for publication 
vicinity 

Carolina code NC county Granv; 11 e code 077 zip code 27565 

[Xl private 

D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

D building(s) 
[XJ district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

1 
1 

2 

Noncontributing 

2 buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 

_~2T--_Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ----'<:Oi----

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
~ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my 0 "0 e pro y D es not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

• 4 '. /-27,.;[2 
Date 

Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 
Other: transjtional Georgian/FederaJ 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domesric-single dweJling 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation -----I:b,l±r:-:l:i:-"=c:dlkl::-------------
walls ____ ---.:.:vl--=e~a:..;:t:.:..::h__=e:.:::.r..:::::.b__=o.;::a:.::::.r...:::;d'__ ______ _ 

roof _______ m_e_t~a~l----------------
other _____ ~w-o~o-d~---------------

brick 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

One of Ox fo","'d ~ sol dest su.,. ... v i v:i. n~J pI c:\nt at ion e","'a ","'es i dences, 
this substantial, two-story frame dwelling was likely built by 
Horace L. Robards as the centerpiece of his 206 acre plantation. 
Set down a long oak and cedar lined lane, with wooden-fenced 
horse pastures stretching to its western side and its rear, the 
h a u ~:; E? .,. ... (;? t a ins rn IJ c h 0 fit so.,.'" i gin a 1 c::? X t e .,.., i 0 ) .... , and vir'" t u a.l 1 y all 0 f 
its original interior, finish. Originally the dwelling had four 
rooms downstairs and two rooms above, divided by a ·center 
hallway. Whether the two back downstairs rooms were covered by a 
shed .,. ... 0 0 f , a likely co)'", fig u .,."' a t i 0),", ~ is not /.(. no w 1"', , f o.,....t hey we 'r''' e 
topped by two additional rooms late in the nineteenth or early in 
the twentieth century. Wings were also extended to either side 
of the rear rooms of the original block around that time. A 
final turn of the century addition - an elaborate, two-tier 
Victorian porch adorned with sweeping brackets, spindles, and 
turned posts and balusters - was removed in the early twentieth 
cent u.,."'y. 

The original three-bay wide front block features a number of 
motifs common to the first half of the nineteenth century in the 
county. Beaded weatherboards sheath its heavy timber frame and 
its raised basement is built of brick laid in Flemish bond. Its 
exterior end chimneys, replacements for the originals, are laid 
ins t .,. ... etc he.,.'" bon d . (-.) 1 a'r" g e , 0.,.'" i gin (::\ I , )'" a i sed s i >< - pan e I d 00"'''' 

leads into the brick-~alled basement at the east gable end. The 
'windows of the original block are nine-aver-nine downstairs and 
six-over-six above. They are en framed in delicate three-part 
surrounds a form commonly found at Georgian and Federal style 
dwellings in the county - which are additionally adorned with the 
flat-angled molding that would become popular locally with the 
com i n g 0 f the G.,." e e k Rev i val. C han 9 est 0 the f.,.'" ant b ], 0 c k , i n 
addition to the house's extensions, include the addition of a 
orie~bay wide porch in place of its Victorian porch early in the 
twentieth century - a front facade gable, the mark of which 
remains in the metal roof, was also removed at this time - and 
the extension of the once flush gable end eaves that still retain 
their box cornices and patternboards. 

InSide, the house has been little changed and retains a 
surprisingly uniform finish. All of its original rooms - the 
four downstairs, the two above and the hallways - are finished in 
the sam eo.,." nat e fa s h ion, a.,.'" a .,. ... i t yin a co U ),", t y w he.,.'" e ups t a i .,. ... s 
rooms were commonly less elaborately finished than their more 
public downstairs mates. All of the rooms have the same 
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transitional Georgian/Federal and Federal style finish, including 
six-panel doors - flat on one side and slightly raised on the 
other - with their original Carpenter locks in place; delicate 
three-part surrounds; Federal mantels with fluted posts; and 
flat-paneled, molded wainscoting. The west rear downstairs room 
retains a built in cupboard with three-part molding that is said 
to have once been connected by a dumbwaiter to the kitchen below. 
The hall features a graceful stair with narrow tapered newels and 
an elegantly modeled handrail. Physical evidence at the second 
floor suggest that it may have originally split into two runs at 
the landing; it now makes but a single, winding climb. 

Tot he)'" ear" 0 f the h 0 use [" A " 0 nth eat t a c he d s k etc h m <:1 p J 
st a'(ld two '(Ion-cont 'r" i but i '(Ig fr"'ame st 'r"uct u'r"es, a sma 11, ea'r" I y 
twentieth century servants' house [SJ and a mid-twentieth 
century, frame horse stable [CJ; all the original outbuildings 
<':1 r" ego '(I e . The f:3 e two b u i 1 din g s d 0 '(lOt d e t )"" act f r" 0 m ') but 'r" a the 'r" 

enhance, the pastoral contributing site and setting of the former 
pIa '(I tat i 0 '(I • 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally 0 statewide @ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria @ A D B CiJ C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 COD 0 E D FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

SigQificant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
circa 1837-1865 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Significant Dates 
circa 1837 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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Page _1 __ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thorndale is one of Oxford's few surviving plantation era 
properties that predates the Greek Revival period. Once the 
c e n t e)""\ 0 f a 1 a Y' g e p I ant at ion 1 0 cat edt 0 the lrJ est 0 f the t () w n ~ i t 
)""\ eta ins a 9 )""\ a c i 0 us set tin 9 ~- s u )""' 'r"' 0 U Y"J de d by h 0 ).", S epa stu )""\ e san d 
~, P P Y' 0 a c he d dow n ace d a )""\ and 0 a k lin e d 1 a Y"J e - ins pit e 0 fit s 
later inclusion within city limits and the development of much of 
its original property. It is significant historically as a well­
maintained, intact example of an early plantation era dwelling of 
a SUbstantial plante0 (see associated Historic Context 1 - The 
Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865), and 
a.,. .... ch i t ect u)""\a 11 Y i:'S a fine exarnp I e of the t )"-"a)'-Js i tiona I 
Georgian/Federal and Federal styles in the county (see associated 
Property Type 1 - Georgian and Federal Style Dwellings). Turn of 
the century additions were made above its rear two rooms and to 
the sides of those rooms, but it still retains three-part 
surrounds, box cornices, patternboards and a locally rare Flemish 
bond foundation. Inside, it was surprisingly finished as finely 
upstairs as down. All four original downstairs rooms and the 
original two above retain their matching three-part surrounds, 
six-panel doors, Carpenter locks, flush-sheathed wainscoting and 
Federal style mantels; in addition, the hallway has an elegantly 
fashioned stair. Thorndale's period of significance does not 
extend beyond 1865, the end of the plantation era, because there 
are no buildings or structures remaining on its grounds that 
relate to its use in the post-Civil War years as a bright leaf 
t obac~o fa)"-"m. 

Horace L. Robards was deeded 206 acres of land by his father 
in 1837 [Deed Book 8, Page 202J. A chimney brick found by the 
c u.,."'.,.-.. e n tow n e)"-" s , be a .,.~. i n g the ~> a fJ1 e d ate, s u g g est s t hat Rob a )""' d s 
built the original block of the house in 1837, making the 
dwelling one of'the last surviving examples of the transitional 
Geo~gian/Federal and Federal style dwellings built in the county 
before the coming of the Greek Revival style in force in the 
1840s. A wealthy planter, Robards owned approximately 30 slaves 
in 184,0. 

In 1863, Sarah T. Thornton bought 100 acres of the property, 
inc Iud i n g the d wei lin g , f 0)"-" $ i~, 6 (> (>. (> <) [ Dee d Boo k 2 1 , P age 6 1 2] . 
At her death in 1887 she left the house to her brother, Robert 
W ill i am Las sit e)""\ ( 1 8 1 5 - 1 89 1) [ W ill Boo k 24 , P age 1 Lt Jan d i t 
remained in the Lassiter family for three generations. 
Las sit e)"-'" s w i fe, the f 0)"" rn e)"" Cat he)"" i neB lou )'"J t ( 1 826 - 1 9 (> 3) ~ 

transferred it to their son and daughter-in-law, Robert Walter 
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( 1 855 - 1 '328 ) a)'", d Sa)""' a h ( Kit t )""' e I I) Las sit e)""' ( 1 860 - 1 '3(9) , who i n 
t u)"" n pas sed ito n tot he i)""' son, Rob e)'"' t C:'J ill i am Las sit e)"'" . I n 1 949 
1st Citizens Bank acquired the property from Robert Gilliam [Deed 
Book 126, Page 451J. Three years later the ho~se and much of the 
still extensive acreage of the former plantation were purchased 
by John King Nelms [Deed Book 136, Page 295J. He sold the house 
and a sma IIp a 'r"' t 0 fit s p)""' 0 P e)"'" t yin 1 9 5 L~ t 0 F'. R. B a)""' lowe [ Dee d 
Book 135, Page 295J and, wit h ot he)""'s, began the deve lopment of 
the Thorndale Subdivision, a substantial development at the 
town's west end. The house, largely inSUlated from the 
development by its lot and pastures, was purchased with 
approximately 17 acres of land from Barlowe in 1955 by its 
present owners, state Representative William T. Watkins and his 
~ife, Louise, who returned it to its past glory. 



Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County 
history located at Richard H.Thornton Library, Oxford, N.C 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Granville County Wills. Granville Coutny Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. MicrofiL~ located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _____________________________ _ 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[]g State historic preseNation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property ______ a.:::..p.:::..p_r_o_x_lI!1_-_a_t_e_Iy=---_1_3_a_c_r_e_s _________________________________ _ 

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

o See continuation sheet 

Qg See continuation sheet 

[K] See continuation sheet 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

Harvin A. Brown Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford HIstoric Survey date ----.,;S:;....!/-"1:c..::S:....L/-"S--".7 __________ _ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State HIstoric Pres. Office)telephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N.C. zip code 27565 
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Zone Easting No)· ... t hi )r, g 

A 17 714880 4019910 

B 17 715030 LI-O 19920 

C 17 715000 '+Oi:::Oj~OO 

D 17 714910 '+020190 

E 17 714800 4020070 

F 17 71 '+800 LI-020000 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Beginning at point A: 17 714880 4019910 on the USGS polygon 
where the fence line, drawn on the USGS map, meets the tree line, 
continuing due west in a straight line approximately 400 feet, 
along the edge of the woods, to point B: 17 715030 4019920 on the 
polygon, where the edge of the woods meets the western edge of 
Dale Drive. Continuing due north, along the western edge of Dale 
Drive, approximately 825 feet to the southwestern corner of the 
intersection of Dale Drive and Thorndale Drive at point C: 17 
715000 4020200 on the polygon. Continuing from point C on the 
polygon along the southern edge of Thorndale Drive approximately 
325 feet to point D: 17 714910 4020190 on the polygon, where the 
fence line meets the southern edge of Thorndale DriveN 
Continuing southeast in a straight line from point D on the 
polygon approximately 460 feet to point E: 17 714800 4020070 on 
the polygon where the fence line turns due south. Continuing due 
south in a straight line approximately 325 feet along the fence 
line to point F: 17 714800 4020000 on the polygon. Continuing in 
a straight line southwest, along the fence line marked on the 
USGS map, approximately 325 feet to the point of origin. 
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The thirteen acres nominated include the dwelling house and 
surrounding pasture land that have been a historic part of the 
property, maintain historic integrity? and convey the property's 
historic setting. A non-contributing servant's house and a non­
contributing horse stable that stand immediately behind the 
house are .also included in the nomination. Although the 
nominated area largely conforms with the owner's property 
boundaries some acreage was not nominated because of the presence 
of intruding structures or because it is now overgrown woodland. 
In these cases the land' use has substantially changed so that it 
no longer contributes to the historic integrity or historic 
significance of the prciperty as a plantation era farm. 

The sou t h Po)'''' n b 0 unci a)'''' y 0 f the nom ina ted pl· ... 0 P e)'"\ t y f),,,, 0 fIl U T M 
point A to UTM point B includes pasture land to its north and 
ex c 1 u des woo d I and t 0 its sou t h . The e <:'1 S t: e)'" n b 0 un d a)'''' y f),,,, 0 rn U T IYJ 

point B to the southwest corner of the intersection of Dale Drive 
and Thorndale Drive includes the dwelling and pasture land to its 
~est and excludes property that does not belong to the owner to 
its e a st. The Y"I 0)''' the)'''' n b 0 u n d a)'''' y f)''' 0 rI1 U T IYJ poi n t set 0 Dan dDt 0 

E includes the dwelling and pasture land to its south and 
excludes property that does not belong to the owner to the north. 
The western boundary from UTM points E to F include pasture land 
to its east and excludes housing development to its west. The 
southwest boundary from UTM point F to A includes pasture land to 
its northeast and excludes property that does not belong to the 
owner to its southwest. 
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